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and seized the person of Gen. Leclerc and all his staff; but at
the moment of execution, I received information that the garri-
son, failing of water, had been obliged to evacuate the fort. If
the project had succeeded, my intention -was to send Gen. Le-
clere back to the First Consul, rendering to him an exact ac-
count of his conduct, and praying him to send me another per-
son worthy of his confidence, to whom I could deliver up the
command.

I retired to Grand Ponds to wait for the garrison of Crete-a-
Pierrot and to unite my forces. As soon as the garrison arrived,
I inquired of Gen. Dessalines where the prisoners were whom
ho had previously told me were at the Cahos. He replied that
a part had been taken by Gen. Kochambeau's column, that
another part had been killed in the different attacks that he
had endured, and that the rest had escaped in the various
marches which he had been obliged to make. This reply evin-
ces the injustice of imputing to me the assassinations which
were committed, because, it is said, as chief, I could have pre-
vented them; but am I responsible for the evil which was done
in my absence and without my knowledge ?

While at Gonaives (at the commencement of hostilities), I
sent my aide-de-camp, Couppe, to Gen. Dessalines, to bid him
order the commander of Leogane to take all the inhabitants,
men and women, and send them to Port Rdpublicain; to mus-
ter all the armed men he could in that place, and prepare him-
self for a most vigorous resistance in case of attack. My aide-
de-camp, Couppe", bearer of my orders, returned and told me
that ho had not found Gen. Dessalines, but had learned that
Ldogauo had been burned, and that the inhabitants had es-
caped to Port Republican}.

All these disasters happened just at the time that Gen. Le-
clorc camo. Why did he not inform me of his powers before
landing ? Why did he land without my order and in defiance
of the order of the Commission? Did he not commit the first
hostilities? Did he not seek to gain over the generals and
other officers under my command by every possible means ?drlivrr htm. Arrivn)
